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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicant's amendment dated August 15, 2007, responding to the Office action 
mailed May 15, 2007 provided in the rejection of claims 1-15, wherein claims 1, 3, 7, 
and 9. 

Claims 1-15 remain pending in the application and which have been fully 
considered by the examiner. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims rejection have been fully considered but 
are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection - see Kumaran et ai - art made of record, as 
applied hereto. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 
action. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102(e) 

The following is quotation of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) which form the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kumaran et ai M (Pub. No. US 2003/0187743 A1 ) (hereinafter 'Kumaran' - art made of 
record). 

3. As to claim 1 (Currently Amended), Kumaran discloses a method comprising: 

• (i) defining, in configuration data of a computer system, a business process in terms 
of what activities the business process comprises (e.g., f00231 - All the definitions , 
including the processes, the state machine, business rules for state transition, the 
commands, and the receivers are specified using XML; The system reads in the 
XML files and does the appropriate internal configurations ; This leads to a dynamic, 
adaptive and flexible system; [0018] - Solution design begins with laying out the 
information model , the organization model , and the business process model : Using 
the processing rules associated with these business events, we identify the 
commands that need to be executed as part of state transitions; When processing 
rules dictate collaboration with user or software agents in the system, we use macro 
flows to define them ; We use activity controllers to define the micro flow used to 
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complete these activities; Activity controllers are designed and defined the same 
way as ADOC controllers are handled; We use a state machine to model their 
behavior and use commands to effect the behavior ); and 
• (ii) defining a behavior of each activity of the business process (e.g., [0018], Lines 
1 6-1 7 - We use a state machine to model their behavior and use commands to 
effect the behavior ; [0082] - The controller defines the dynamic behavior of the 
ADOC; [0175], Lines 2-5 - By defining an ADOC, we are defining the collaborative 
behavior that ADOC encapsulates; The behavior of the ADOC is defined using a 
state machine combined with command design pattern) with respect to a business 
object acted on by the business activity, for a plurality of process control elements 
(e.g., Abstract, Lines 3-7 - PBS (Process Brokering Services) provides a single point 
of process control over the various fragmented execution flows and brings together 
the elements for process integration in a unified, scalable architecture on an industry 
standard platform) including: 

• a status element, which represents a progress level within the business process 
that the data object has reached by arriving at the instant activity (Fig. 4, 
elements 41 - state, 42 - transition, 43 - event/action; [0017] - Assembling the 
integrated user experience through sequencing of ADOC views that render role- 
based content driven by application/process/user events and ensuring invocation 
of dynamic ADOC business services; [0019], Lines 1 1-13 - The client can trigger 
any service by raising an event against a specific ADOC instance; [0020], Lines 
1-2 - The PBS interface redirects a business event from a client to the 



Application/Control Number: 10/812,938 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2192 

appropriate ADOC; [0013] - Composing the relevant Adaptive Documents 
(ADOCs) for business collaboration which involves specifying the valid 
application states for the aggregated content and the business rules for 
orchestrating the state transitions); 

• a user interface element, which allows users to operate on the data object within 
a defined scope of the instant activity (e.g., [0058] - The Flow Composition 
Builder serves as the build time tool for the BFM. The Flow Composition Builder 
is used to build micro-flows; Fig. 2 - The PBS Architecture, element 204 - PBS 
Interface; [0019] - The dynamic services provided by PBS are accessible to 
clients through a single PBS interface; Fig. 3 - A Conceptual View of ADOC, 
element 36 - Role-Based Web Ul); 

• a plausibility check element, which verifies that the data object sufficiently meets 
a set of criteria to proceed past the instant activity (e.g., [0020] - The ADOC 
controller acts on the business event based on its state and the event content; As 
part of this action, based on business rules attached to the ADOC; [0023] - All 
the definitions, including the processes, the state machine, business rules for 
state transition, the commands, and the receivers are specified using XML; The 
system reads in the XML files and does the appropriate internal configurations; 
This leads to a dynamic, adaptive and flexible system); 

• a release element, which signals that the data object is ready to proceed past the 
instant activity in the business process (e.g., [0013] - Composing the relevant 
Adaptive Documents (ADOCs) for business collaboration which involves 
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specifying the valid application states for the aggregated content and the 
business rules for orchestrating the state transitions : [[0018], Lines 6-8 - Using 
the processing rules associated with these business events, we identify the 
commands that need to be executed as part of state transitions : [0023], All the 
definitions, including the processes, the state machine, business rules for state 
transition ...; r00801 - The state transitions are transactional ), and 
• an authorization element, which specifies a set of users that is allowed to operate 
on the data object for the instant activity (e.g., Abstract, Lines 7-13 - The two 
principal functions of the PBS (Process Brokering Services) are brokering of 
multiple business processes encapsulated in various back-end system including 
work flow engines and business applications, and aggregating content from 
multiple enterprise information systems in the business context and managing 
the shared access to this based on the roles of the participants : [0071] - enabling 
collaboration among appropriate role players in the business context using the 
information and the tools that are aggregated and shard by the ADOC (Adaptive 
Document)); and 

• (iii) storing the defined business process and activity behaviors in configuration data 
of the computer system, allowing the computer system to thereafter dynamically 
generate the business process to operate on business objects managed by the 
computer system (e.g., [0022], Lines 10-12 - The activity controllers that are 
dynamically bound to the ADOC act on these events much like the ADOC controller 
does; [0072] - The ADOC facilitates the collaborative experience outline about by 
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dynamically exposing a set of business services based on who you are (i.e., role) 
and where you are in the process (i.e., process context); [0083] - The Process 
Broker should facilitate dynamic e-business systems , in which the service providers 
for the individual commands in the controller can be dynamically mapped : [0061] - 
The Process Brokering Service allows PBS clients to invoke dynamic business 
services that are made available based on the business state of The ADOC - the 
services are dynamic because they are state dependent, i.e., the available set of 
services vary with any change in the business state of the ADOC instances). 

4. As to claim 2 (incorporating the rejection in claim 1) (Original), Kumaran 
discloses the method further comprising performing an activity of the business process 
in accordance with a corresponding defined behavior (e.g., [0022], Lines 10-12 - The 
activity controllers that are dynamically bound to the ADOC act on these events much 
like the ADOC controller does; [0072] - The ADOC facilitates the collaborative 
experience outline about by dynamically exposing a set of business services based on 
who you are (i.e., role) and where you are in the process (i.e., process context); [0083] 
- The Process Broker should facilitate dynamic e-business systems , in which the 
service providers for the individual commands in the controller can be dynamically 
mapped ; [0061] - The Process Brokering Service allows PBS clients to invoke dynamic 
business services that are made available based on the business state of The ADOC - 
the services are dynamic because they are state dependent, i.e., the available set of 
services vary with any change in the business state of the ADOC instances). 
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5. As to claim 3 (Currently Amended), Kumaran discloses a system comprising: 

• a processor; 

• a memory coupled to the processor and storing instructions executable by the 
processor to configure business application software, the instructions implementing 
a method including: 

• presenting an option to define a business process in terms of what activities the 
business process comprises; 

• based on user input, setting values in configuration data corresponding to a 
defined process (e.g., [00231 - All the definitions , including the processes, the 
state machine, business rules for state transition, the commands, and the 
receivers are specified using XML; The system reads in the XML files and does 
the appropriate internal configurations ; This leads to a dynamic, adaptive and 
flexible system; [0018] - Solution design begins with laying out the information 
model the organization model , and the business process model ; Using the 
processing rules associated with these business events, we identify the 
commands that need to be executed as part of state transitions; When 
processing rules dictate collaboration with user or software agents in the system, 
we use macro flows to define them ; We use activity controllers to define the 
micro flow used to complete these activities; Activity controllers are designed and 
defined the same way as ADOC controllers are handled; We use a state machine 
to model their behavior and use commands to effect the behavior ): 
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• presenting an option to define a behavior of each activity of the business process 
(e.g., [0018], Lines 16-17 - We use a state machine to model their behavior and 
use commands to effect the behavior : [0082] - The controller defines the 
dynamic behavior of the ADOC; [0175], Lines 2-5 - By defining an ADOC, we are 
defining the collaborative behavior that ADOC encapsulates; The behavior of the 
ADOC is defined using a state machine combined with command design pattern) 
with respect to a business object for each of a plurality of process control 
elements (e.g., Abstract, Lines 3-7 - PBS (Process Brokering Services) provides 
a single point of process control over the various fragmented execution flows and 
brings together the elements for process integration in a unified, scalable 
architecture on an industry standard platform) including: 
• a status element, which represents a progress level within the business 
process that the data object has reached by arriving at the instant activity 
(Fig. 4, elements 41 - state, 42 - transition, 43 - event/action; [0017] - 
Assembling the integrated user experience through sequencing of ADOC 
views that render role-based content driven by application/process/user 
events and ensuring invocation of dynamic ADOC business services; [0019], 
Lines 11-13- The client can trigger any service by raising an event against a 
specific ADOC instance; [0020], Lines 1-2 - The PBS interface redirects a 
business event from a client to the appropriate ADOC; [0013] - Composing 
the relevant Adaptive Documents (ADOCs) for business collaboration which 
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involves specifying the valid application states f or the aggregated content and 
the business rules for orchestrating the state transitions); 

• a user interface element, which allows users to operate on the data object 
within a defined scope of the instant activity (e.g., [0058] - The Flow 
Composition Builder serves as the build time tool for the BFM. The Flow 
Composition Builder is used to build micro-flows; Fig. 2 - The PBS 
Architecture, element 204 - PBS Interface; [0019] - The dynamic services 
provided by PBS are accessible to clients through a single PBS interface; Fig. 
3 - A Conceptual View of ADOC, element 36 - Role-Based Web Ul); 

• a plausibility check element, which verifies that the data object sufficiently 
meets a set of criteria to proceed past the instant activity (e.g., [0020] - The 
ADOC controller acts on the business event based on its state and the event 
content; As part of this action, based on business rules attached to the 
ADOC; [0023] - All the definitions, including the processes, the state 
machine, business rules for state transition, the commands, and the receivers 
are specified using XML; The system reads in the XML files and does the 
appropriate internal configurations; This leads to a dynamic, adaptive and 
flexible system); 

• a release element, which signals that the data object is ready to proceed past 
the instant activity in the business process (e.g., [0013] - Composing the 
relevant Adaptive Documents (ADOCs) for business collaboration which 
involves specifying the valid application states for the aggregated content and 
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the business rules for orchestrating the state transitions : [[0018], Lines 6-8 - 
Using the processing rules associated with these business events, we identify 
the commands that need to be executed as part of state transitions ; [0023], 
All the definitions, including the processes, the state machine, business rules 
for state transition ...; [00801 - The state transitions are transactional ), and 

• an authorization element, which specifies a set of users that is allowed to 
operate on the data object for the instant activity (e.g., Abstract, Lines 7-13 — 
The two principal functions of the PBS (Process Brokering Services) are 
brokering of multiple business processes encapsulated in various back-end 
system including work flow engines and business applications, and 
aggregating content from multiple enterprise information systems in the 
business context and managing the shared access to this based on the roles 
of the participants : [0071] - enabling collaboration among appropriate role 
players in the business context using the information and the tools that are 
aggregated and shard by the ADOC (Adaptive Document)); and 

o based on user input, setting values in the configuration data corresponding to 
the defined business process and activity behaviors in configuration data of 
the computer system, allowing the computer system to thereafter dynamically 
generate the business process to operate on business objects managed by 
the computer system (e.g., [0022], Lines 10-12 - The activity controllers that 
are dynamically bound to the ADOC act on these events much like the ADOC 
controller does; [0072] - The ADOC facilitates the collaborative experience 
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outline about by dynamically exposing a set of business services based on 
who you are (i.e., role) and where you are in the process (i.e., process 
context); [0083] - The Process Broker should facilitate dynamic e-business 
systems , in which the service providers for the individual commands in the 
controller can be dynamically mapped : [0061] - The Process Brokering 
Service allows PBS clients to invoke dynamic business services that are 
made available based on the business state of The ADOC - the services are 
dynamic because they are state dependent, i.e., the available set of services 
vary with any change in the business state of the ADOC instances). 

6. As to claim 4 (incorporating the rejection in claim 3) (Original), Kumaran 
discloses the system the method further comprising performing the business process or 
an activity thereof in accordance with the configuration data (e.g., [0022], Lines 10-12 — 
The activity controllers that are dynamically bound to the ADOC act on these events 
much like the ADOC controller does; [0072] - The ADOC facilitates the collaborative 
experience outline about by dynamically exposing a set of business services based on 
who you are (i.e., role) and where you are in the process (i.e., process context); [0083] 
- The Process Broker should facilitate dynamic e-business systems , in which the 
service providers for the individual commands in the controller can be dynamically 
mapped ; [0061] - The Process Brokering Service allows PBS clients to invoke dynamic 
business services that are made available based on the business state of The ADOC - 
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the services are dynamic because they are state dependent, i.e., the available set of 
services vary with any change in the business state of the ADOC instances). 

7. As to claim 5 (incorporating the rejection in claim 3) (Original), Kumaran 
discloses the system the method further comprising associating respective configuration 
values with retrieval parameters (e.g., Fig. 2 - The PBS Architecture, element 206 - 
ADOC Query; [0019], Lines 15-21 - The ADOC Query Service allows PBS client to 
query the business state of the ADOC , ascertain the available business services for a 
given business state, access the business content aggregated by the ADOC, and query 
for navigational purposes such as list of ADOCs that satisfy a given criteria; [0055] - 
The WWFS base component is primarily used as an interface to the workflow engine 
such as MQ Workflow; It logs a user to the workflow engine and provides the necessary 
interfaces for PBS to launch a process, claim an activity, update the activity status upon 
completion, and query the process and activity details ). 

8. As to claim 6 (incorporating the rejection in claim 5) (Original), Kumaran 
discloses the system the method further comprising reading configuration values based 
on the retrieval parameters (e.g., Fig. 2 - The PBS Architecture, element 206 - ADOC 
Query; [0019], Lines 15-21 - The ADOC Query Service allows PBS client to query the 
business state of the ADOC . ascertain the available business services for a given 
business state, access the business content aggregated by the ADOC, and query for 
navigational purposes such as list of ADOCs that satisfy a given criteria; [0055] - The 
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WWFS base component is primarily used as an interface to the workflow engine such 
as MQ Workflow; It logs a user to the workflow engine and provides the necessary 
interfaces for PBS to launch a process, claim an activity, update the activity status upon 
completion, and query the process and activity details ), and controlling a behavior of the 
business process or an activity thereof based on the configuration values ([0061] - The 
Process Brokering Service allows PBS clients to invoke dynamic business services that 
are made available based on the business state of The ADOC — the services are 
dynamic because they are state dependent, i.e., the available set of services vary with 
any change in the business state of the ADOC instances). 

9. As to claim 7 (Currently Amended), Kumaran discloses a machine-readable 
medium storing computer-executable instructions to perform a method comprising: 

• presenting an option to define a business process in terms of what activities the 
business process comprises; 

• based on user input, setting values in configuration data corresponding to a defined 
process (e.g., [00231 - All the definitions , including the processes, the state 
machine, business rules for state transition, the commands, and the receivers are 
specified using XML; The system reads in the XML files and does the appropriate 
internal configurations : This leads to a dynamic, adaptive and flexible system; [0018] 
- Solution design begins with laying out the information model , the organization 
model , and the business process model ; Using the processing rules associated with 
these business events, we identify the commands that need to be executed as part 



Application/Control Number: 10/812,938 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2192 

of state transitions; When processing rules dictate collaboration with user or 
software agents in the system, we use macro flows to define them ; We use activity 
controllers to define the micro flow used to complete these activities; Activity 
controllers are designed and defined the same way as ADOC controllers are 
handled; We use a state machine to model their behavior and use commands to 
effect the behavior ); 

• presenting an option to define a behavior of each activity of the business process 
(e.g., [0018], Lines 16-17 - We use a state machine to model their behavior and . 
use commands to effect the behavior ; [0082] - The controller defines the dynamic 
behavior of the ADOC; [0175], Lines 2-5 - By defining an ADOC, we are defining the 
collaborative behavior that ADOC encapsulates; The behavior of the ADOC is 
defined using a state machine combined with command design pattern) with respect 
to a business object for each of a plurality of process control elements (e.g., 
Abstract, Lines 3-7 - PBS (Process Brokering Services) provides a single point of 
process control over the various fragmented execution flows and brings together the 
elements for process integration in a unified, scalable architecture on an industry 
standard platform) including: 

• a status element, which represents a progress level within the business 
process that the data object has reached by arriving at the instant activity 
(Fig. 4, elements 41 - state, 42 - transition, 43 - event/action; [001 7] - 
Assembling the integrated user experience through sequencing of ADOC 
views that render role-based content driven by application/process/user 
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events and ensuring invocation of dynamic ADOC business services; [0019], 
Lines 1 1-13 - The client can trigger any service by raising an event against a 
specific ADOC instance; [0020], Lines 1-2 - The PBS interface redirects a 
business event from a client to the appropriate ADOC; [0013] - Composing 
the relevant Adaptive Documents (ADOCs) for business collaboration which 
involves specifying the valid application states f or the aggregated content and 
the business rules for orchestrating the state transitions); 

• a user interface element, which allows users to operate on the data object 
within a defined scope of the instant activity (e.g., [0058] - The Flow 
Composition Builder serves as the build time tool for the BFM. The Flow 
Composition Builder is used to build micro-flows; Fig. 2 - The PBS 
Architecture, element 204 - PBS Interface; [0019] - The dynamic services 
provided by PBS are accessible to clients through a single PBS interface; Fig. 

r 

3 - A Conceptual View of ADOC, element 36 - Role-Based Web Ul); 

• a plausibility check element, which verifies that the data object sufficiently 
meets a set of criteria to proceed past the instant activity e.g., [0020] - The 
ADOC controller acts on the business event based on its state and the event 
content; As part of this action, based on business rules attached to the 
ADOC; [0023] - All the definitions, including the processes, the state 
machine, business rules for state transition, the commands, and the receivers 
are specified using XML; The system reads in the XML files and does the 
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appropriate internal configurations; This leads to a dynamic, adaptive and 
flexible system); 

• a release element, which signals that the data object is ready to proceed past 
the instant activity in the business process (e.g., [0013] - Composing the 
relevant Adaptive Documents (ADOCs) for business collaboration which 
involves specifying the valid application states for the aggregated content and 
the business rules for orchestrating the state transitions ; [[0018], Lines 6-8 - 
Using the processing rules associated with these business events, we identify 
the commands that need to be executed as part of state transitions ; [0023], 
All the definitions, including the processes, the state machine, business rules 
for state transition ...; [0080] - The state transitions are transactional ), and 

• an authorization element, which specifies a set of users that is allowed to 
operate on the data object for the instant activity (e.g., Abstract, Lines 7-13 ~ 
The two principal functions of the PBS (Process Brokering Services) are 
brokering of multiple business processes encapsulated in various back-end 
system including work flow engines and business applications, and 
aggregating content from multiple enterprise information systems in the 
business context and managing the shared access to this based on the roles 
of the participants ; [0071] - enabling collaboration among appropriate role 
players in the business context using the information and the tools that are 
aggregated and shard by the ADOC (Adaptive Document)); and 
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o based on user input, setting values in the configuration data corresponding to 
the defined business process and activity behaviors in configuration data of 
the computer system, allowing the computer system to thereafter dynamically 
generate the business process to operate on business objects managed by 
the computer system (e.g., [0022], Lines 1 0-12 - The activity controllers that 
are dynamically bound to the ADOC act on these events much like the ADOC 
controller does; [0072] - The ADOC facilitates the collaborative experience 
outline about by dynamically exposing a set of business services based on 
who you are (i.e., role) and where you are in the process (i.e., process 
context); [0083] - The Process Broker should facilitate dynamic e-business 
systems , in which the service providers for the individual commands in the 
controller can be dynamically mapped ; [0061] - The Process Brokering 
Service allows PBS clients to invoke dynamic business services that are 
made available based on the business state of The ADOC - the services are 
dynamic because they are state dependent, i.e., the available set of services 
vary with any change in the business state of the ADOC instances). 

10. As to claim 8 (incorporating the rejection in claim 7) (Original), please refer to 
claim 5 as set forth above accordingly. 

11. As to claim 9 (Currently Amended), Kumaran discloses a method comprising: 
reading configuration data to determine a behavior of a business activity with respect to 
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a business object (e.g., [00231 - All the definitions , including the processes, the state 
machine, business rules for state transition, the commands, and the receivers are 
specified using XML; The system reads in the XML files and does the appropriate 
internal configurations ; This leads to a dynamic, adaptive and flexible system; [0018] - 
Solution design begins with laying out the information model , the organization model , 
and the business process model ; Using the processing rules associated with these 
business events, we identify the commands that need to be executed as part of state 
transitions; When processing rules dictate collaboration with user or software agents in 
the system, we use macro flows to define them ; We use activity controllers to define the 
micro flow used to complete these activities; Activity controllers are designed and 
defined the same way as ADOC controllers are handled; We use a state machine to 
model their behavior and use commands to effect the behavior ), wherein the behavior is 
defined in the configuration data (e.g., [0018], Lines 16-17 - We use a state machine to 
model their behavior and use commands to effect the behavior ; [0082] - The controller 
defines the dynamic behavior of the ADOC; [0175], Lines 2-5 - By defining an ADOC, 
we are defining the collaborative behavior that ADOC encapsulates; The behavior of the 
ADOC is defined using a state machine combined with command design pattern) in 
accordance with a plurality of process control elements (e.g., Abstract, Lines 3-7 - PBS 
(Process Brokering Services) provides a single point of process control over the various 
fragmented execution flows and brings together the elements for process integration in 
a unified, scalable architecture on an industry standard platform) including: 
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• a status element, which represents a progress level within the business process 
that the data object has reached by arriving at the instant activity (Fig. 4, 
elements 41 - state, 42 - transition, 43 - event/action; [0017] - Assembling the 
integrated user experience through sequencing of ADOC views that render role- 
based content driven by apptication/process/user events and ensuring invocation 
of dynamic ADOC business services; [0019], Lines 11 -13 -The client can trigger 
any service by raising an event against a specific ADOC instance; [0020], Lines 
1-2 - The PBS interface redirects a business event from a client to the 
appropriate ADOC; [0013] - Composing the relevant Adaptive Documents 
(ADOCs) for business collaboration which involves specifying the valid 
application states f or the aggregated content and the business rules for 
orchestrating the state transitions); 

• a user interface element, which allows users to operate on the data object within 
a defined scope of the instant activity (e.g., [0058] - The Flow Composition 
Builder serves as the build time tool for the BFM. The Flow Composition Builder 
is used to build micro-flows; Fig. 2 - The PBS Architecture, element 204 - PBS 
Interface; [0019] - The dynamic services provided by PBS are accessible to 
clients through a single PBS interface; Fig. 3 - A Conceptual View of ADOC, 
element 36 - Role-Based Web Ul); 

• a plausibility check element, which verifies that the data object sufficiently meets 
a set of criteria to proceed past the instant activity (e.g., [0020] - The ADOC * 
controller acts on the business event based on its state and the event content; As 
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part of this action, based on business rules attached to the ADOC; [0023] - All 
the definitions, including the processes, the state machine, business rules for 
state transition, the commands, and the receivers are specified using XML; The 
system reads in the XML files and does the appropriate internal configurations; 
This leads to a dynamic, adaptive and flexible system); 

• a release element, which signals that the data object is ready to proceed past the 
instant activity in the business process (e.g., [0013] - Composing the relevant 
Adaptive Documents (ADOCs) for business collaboration which involves 
specifying the valid application states for the aggregated content and the 
business rules for orchestrating the state transitions : [[0018], Lines 6-8 - Using 
the processing rules associated with these business events, we identify the 
commands that need to be executed as part of state transitions : [0023], All the 
definitions, including the processes, the state machine, business rules for state 
transition ...; [00801 - The state transitions are transactional ), and 

• an authorization element, which specifies a set of users that is allowed to operate 
on the data object for the instant activity (e.g., Abstract, Lines 7-13 - The two 
principal functions of the PBS (Process Brokering Services) are brokering of 
multiple business processes encapsulated in various back-end system including 
work flow engines and business applications, and aggregating content from 
multiple enterprise information systems in the business context and managing 
the shared access to this based on the roles of the participants ; [0071] - enabling 
collaboration among appropriate role players in the business context using the 
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information and the tools that are aggregated and shard by the ADOC (Adaptive 
Document)); and 

• performing the business activity in accordance with the configuration data (e.g., 
[0022], Lines 10-12 - The activity controllers that are dynamically bound to the 
ADOC act on these events much like the ADOC controller does; [0072] - The 
ADOC facilitates the collaborative experience outline about by dynamically 
exposing a set of business services based on who you are (i.e., role) and where 
you are in the process (i.e., process context); [0083] - The Process Broker 
should facilitate dynamic e-business systems , in which the service providers for 
the individual commands in the controller can be dynamically mapped ; [0061] - 
The Process Brokering Service allows PBS clients to invoke dynamic business 
services that are made available based on the business state of The ADOC - the 
services are dynamic because they are state dependent, i.e., the available set of 
services vary with any change in the business state of the ADOC instances). 

12. As to claim 10 (incorporating the rejection in claim 9) (Original), Kumaran 
discloses the method wherein values in the configuration data corresponding to the 
business activity are read based on a retrieval parameter corresponding to a process 
control area of the business activity (e.g., Fig. 2 - The PBS Architecture, element 206 - 
ADOC Query; [0019], Lines 15-21 - The ADOC Query Service allows PBS client to 
query the business state of the ADOC , ascertain the available business services for a 
given business state, access the business content aggregated by the ADOC, and query 
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for navigational purposes such as list of ADOCs that satisfy a given criteria; [0055] - 
The WWFS base component is primarily used as an interface to the workflow engine 
such as MQ Workflow; It logs a user to the workflow engine and provides the necessary 
interfaces for PBS to launch a process, claim an activity, update the activity status upon 
completion, and query the process and activity details ). 

13. As to claim 11 (incorporating the rejection in claim 9) (Original), Kumaran 
discloses the method wherein the status element relates to a stage of a business 
process that includes the business activity (Fig. 4, elements 41 - state, 42 - transition, 
43 - event/action; [0017] - Assembling the integrated user experience through 
sequencing of ADOC views that render role-based content driven by 
application/process/user events and ensuring invocation of dynamic ADOC business 
services; [0019], Lines 1 1-13 - The client can trigger any service by raising an event 
against a specific ADOC instance; [0020], Lines 1-2 - The PBS interface redirects a 
business event from a client to the appropriate ADOC; [0013] - Composing the relevant 
Adaptive Documents (ADOCs) for business collaboration which involves specifying the 
valid application states for the aggregated content and the business rules for 
orchestrating the state transitions). 

14. As to claim 12 (incorporating the rejection in claim 9) (Original), Kumaran 
discloses the method wherein the user interface element relates to at least one of an 
appearance and operability of a user interface for handling the business object (e.g., 
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[0058] - The Flow Composition Builder serves as the build time tool for the BFM. The 
Flow Composition Builder is used to build micro-flows; Fig. 2 - The PBS Architecture, 
element 204 - PBS Interface; [0019] - The dynamic services provided by PBS are 
accessible to clients through a single PBS interface; Fig. 3 - A Conceptual View of 
ADOC, element 36 - Role-Based Web Ul). 

15. As to claim 13 (incorporating the rejection in claim 9) (Original), Kumaran 
discloses the method wherein the plausibility check element relates to plausibility 
checks on data relating to the business object (e.g., [0020] - The ADOC controller acts 
on the business event based on its state and the event content; As part of this action, 
based on business rules attached to the ADOC; [0023] - All the definitions, including 
the processes, the state machine, business rules for state transition, the commands, 
and the receivers are specified using XML; The system reads in the XML files and does 
the appropriate internal configurations; This leads to a dynamic, adaptive and flexible 
system). 

16. As to claim 14 (incorporating the rejection in claim 9) (Original), Kumaran 
discloses the method wherein the release element relates to an approval for the 
business object to be acted on by a subsequent activity (e.g., [0013] - Composing the 
relevant Adaptive Documents (ADOCs) for business collaboration which involves 
specifying the valid application states for the aggregated content and the business rules 
for orchestrating the state transitions : [[0018], Lines 6-8 - Using the processing rules 
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associated with these business events, we identify the commands that need to be 
executed as part of state transitions : [0023], All the definitions, including the processes, 
the state machine, business rules for state transition ...; [0080] - The state transitions 
are transactional ). 

17. As to claim 15 (incorporating the rejection in claim 9) (Original), Kumaran 
discloses the method wherein the authorization element relates to an authorization to 
act on the business object (e.g., Abstract, Lines 7-13 - The two principal functions of 
the PBS (Process Brokering Services) are brokering of multiple business processes 
encapsulated in various back-end system including work flow engines and business 
applications, and aggregating content from multiple enterprise information systems in 
the business context and managing the shared access to this based on the roles of the 
participants : [0071] - enabling collaboration among appropriate role players in the 
business context using the information and the tools that are aggregated and shard by 
the ADOC (Adaptive Document)). 

Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• M. Blevins, Collaborative Business Plug-In Framework (Pub. No. US 
2004/0221261 A1) 
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• M. K. Bowman-Amuah, System, Method and Article of Manufacture for A 
Persistent State and Persistent Object Separator In An Information Services 
Patterns Environment (Pat. No. US 6,442,748 B1) 

• C. Sproule, System and Method for the Composition, Generation, Integration 
and Execution of Business Process over a Network (Pub. No. US 
2004/0133876 A1) 

1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ben C. Wang whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1240. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m., EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam can be reached on 571-272-3695. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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